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community, and I will keep his family 
and friends in my thoughts and prayers 
during this most difficult time. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF HARRIET KONTER 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 
Ms. Harriet Konter, who passed away 
on Sunday, October 13 at the age of 94. 

Ms. Konter was truly a pioneering 
woman in Georgia real estate. Working 
in the industry for over 50 years, she 
became the first female president of 
the Georgia Association of Realtors in 
1987, as well as the first female member 
of the Georgia Realtors Hall of Fame. 

She founded scholarships for female 
realtors to attend the National Wom-
en’s Leadership Conference and re-
mained heavily involved in real estate 
well into her nineties. Her colleagues 
remember her as someone who blazed a 
trail for many women in real estate 
and beyond. 

Yet, Ms. Konter’s passion to better 
our community reached everyone. She 
served as the director of the Savannah 
Jewish Educational Alliance, trustee 
for the Armstrong Atlantic State Uni-
versity Foundation, owned two local 
supermarkets, and more. 

Ms. Konter will be missed throughout 
Savannah. Her family and friends will 
be in my thoughts and prayers during 
this most difficult time. 

IN RECOGNITION OF PIERCE COUNTY HIGH 
SCHOOL 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Pierce 
County High School for being recog-
nized by the Department of Education 
as a Blue Ribbon School for 2019. 

This prestigious award recognized ap-
proximately 350 schools across the 
country for their commitment to aca-
demic excellence and closing the 
achievement gaps among diverse 
groups of students. 

To commemorate the award, Pierce 
County High School will receive a flag 
that is a symbol of excellence in teach-
ing and learning. The school has been 
providing a high-quality education to 
its students for a number of years, and 
this is not the first time the school has 
been recognized. 

In 2018, Pierce County’s principal, 
Ms. Dara Bennett, was named the Prin-
cipal of the Year in the State of Geor-
gia. Additionally, the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associations 
named their athletic department the 
third best in the Nation. 

To teachers, students, and staff alike 
at Pierce County High School, con-
gratulations on your awards and keep 
up the good work. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. JACKSON LEE) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Help us this day to draw closer to 
You, so that with Your spirit, and 
aware of Your presence among us, we 
may all face the tasks of this day. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House. Help them to think clearly, 
speak confidently, and act coura-
geously in the belief that all noble 
service is based upon patience, truth, 
and love. 

May these decisive days through 
which we are living make them gen-
uine enough to maintain their integ-
rity, great enough to be humble, and 
good enough to keep their faith, always 
regarding public office as a sacred 
trust. Give them the wisdom and the 
courage to fail not their fellow citi-
zens, nor You. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Mrs. 
TRAHAN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. TRAHAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

REMEMBERING ELIJAH CUMMINGS 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to remember our 
dear colleague, Congressman Elijah 
Cummings. 

Throughout his life, he was a pas-
sionate and committed leader but also 

someone who would stop to show com-
passion and kindness to constituents, 
staff, and Members alike. 

His life was defined, in his words, by 
‘‘pain, passion, and purpose.’’ At just 11 
years old, he and his friends began 
working to integrate a segregated 
swimming pool in South Baltimore. 

He would go on to achieve many of 
the highest accolades in education, 
earning 12 honorary doctorate degrees. 

Before serving in the Halls of Con-
gress, he served the people of Maryland 
for 14 years in the general assembly, 
including breaking the color barrier 
with his election to speaker pro tem-
pore, the second highest ranking office 
in the Maryland House of Delegates. 

He would come to Congress in 1996. 
All of his contributions and service to 
this Nation could never be summed up 
in a few seconds, but it stands on its 
own. When the history books are writ-
ten, I know his name and legacy will be 
proudly enshrined within its pages. 

His passing is a great loss to his fam-
ily and friends, the city of Baltimore, 
this institution, and our Nation. 

I hope you are dancing with the an-
gels. May you rest in peace, my friend. 

f 

CELEBRATING PARAMEDIC ROGER 
SWOR 

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate Roger Swor, a 
paramedic from my district who has 
dedicated his life to providing excep-
tional emergency medical care. 

Roger is now the longest-serving 
street paramedic in Minnesota and was 
recently honored by the National Reg-
istry of Emergency Medical Techni-
cians for achieving 40 years of National 
EMS Certification. This is a distinc-
tion held by very few EMS profes-
sionals. 

Roger has answered tens of thousands 
of 911 calls in his career. He has done 
everything from holding dying crash 
victims in his arms to delivering ba-
bies. As described by his nephew, 
Adam, who served many shifts along-
side his uncle, ‘‘Roger is universally re-
garded as the paramedic you want to 
see when you are in trouble.’’ 

On behalf of Minnesota’s Eighth Con-
gressional District, I congratulate 
Roger on his recent achievement and 
thank him for his professional service. 

Paramedic Roger Swor, you are the 
best of the best. 

f 

IMPLEMENT ELECTRONIC SYS-
TEMS TO KEEP OUR ROADS 
SAFE 
(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the SAFE DRIVERS Act introduced 
by my colleague, Representative SETH 
MOULTON. 
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